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RIGHT OF PLACE / SECOND CHANCE 

First General Meeting                                      Waterford and  Eastern Area 

Granville Hotel                                                  17 June 2011                                                                                                                                        

 

Minutes of first Meeting held at Granville Hotel, Waterford City, 17 June 2011 

19:30 – 21:30 

 

 

Matters Arising 

1.  General Introduction of new Right of Place Second Chance. 

2. The Trust Fund of 110 million euros. 

3. The Education Finance Board. 

4. Election of new committee for Waterford and South East Region. 

5. A.O.B. 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting was conducted by Michael Walsh.  Chairman (Director) of the New ROPSC. 

Acting secretary. Patrick Cleary 
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1. Meeting was opened and chaired by Michael Walsh current Chairman (Director) of ROPSC. 

2. Minutes were taken by Patrick Cleary. 

3. Chaired by Danny Mc Evoy, Waterford and South East Region Chair.  

4. Please NOTE that not all names could be put into minutes. This is due to the fact that the 

secretary did not know most persons by name, hence the term “From  Floor”. Please accept 

my apologies. 

5. Keys: SV=Survivor.  DEP=Dependents.  FAM=Families.  ROPSC=Right of Place Second 

Chance.  MW=Michael Walsh.  Floor=Members attending meeting.  Q&A=Questions and 

Answers.  HSE=Health Service Executive.  REL=Religious Congregations.  GOV=Government. 

OTR=outreach Officer. A-Q= answer to question.  Q-F ?=Question from floor. MS=Munster 

Survivors.  EFB= Education Finance Board.  

General Michael Walsh (chair)  Updated the current situation 
of new ROPSC. / Current 
situation of old ROPSC. / 
Accounted for current actions 
of the new ROPSC and how 
the HSE are funding and 
supporting  the new company. 
New ROPCS is nationwide and 
e.g. in Waterford and S.E. as 
well as in Cork, Limerick and 
Galway and represented in 
London. 
MW also updated members of 
new newsletter, website and 
outreach workers as well as 
offices. It was mentioned that 
the old ROPSC could not 
provide such items. 
Questions were then offered 
to floor. Q&A. 

Canice Egan (CE) Concerned about computer 
illiteracy among some 
members – and that Survivors 
should be trained in basic 
computer skills. Also who is 
financing ROPSC and was 
concerned of the general 
finances as well as concern 
over the old ROPSC that they 
may be currently involved in 
the running of the new ROPSC 

MW (answered) explained 
that HSE are funding new 
ROPSC and that it is being 
rigorously controlled on a 
monthly basis. Also that the 
old ROPSC does not exist 
anymore. MW also offered CM 
to view current accounts and 
any other company items of 
which CM was satisfied with. 
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Question from floor? Does the church supply funds 
to the new ROPSC? 

MW. (answered) No monies 
are being donated from 
church. Note: under old 
ROPSC monies were given 
through Noel Barry who was 
the founder/leader of ROPSC 

CE (Canice Egan) What about funding from 
2009? There were losses of 
39,000 euros and there were 
status equity problems. 

MW. (answered) Finances for 
2010 are all in order and that 
the 2009 finances did not 
concern the ROPSC only the 
old ROPSC. Again MW offered 
to show accounts to CM which 
was satisfactory.  

CE Questioned concerns about 
the board of directors of both 
the old ROPSC, About their 
governance etc.: 

MW. (answered) The new 
company ROPSC is in a healthy 
state and the old board do not 
exist anymore, and offered 
CM to inspect at any time. 

CE Was satisfied with MW 
explanation and wishes that 
the current board should not 
be liquidated. Stressed he was 
asking these questions as he 
wanted to ensure the New 
Board have the best 
foundation on which to begin 
from. 

 

Jack Dooley (JD) Congratulated ROPSC on 
behalf of his family for the 
great work ROPSC has done, 
and that the new ROPSC 
should not be compared to 
the old ROPSC. 

MW thanked Jack. The Floor 
applauded, regarding his 
comment of comparing the 
Old Board with the New 
board. 

 

Question from floor? Will every member be sent 
out a copy of all minutes? 
Members should be given 
Membership cards with a 
Membership number for 
voting and voting by proxy 
and not just a Database.  

MW (answered) the Database 
will be updated into the future 
to enable us to do this. 

CE Concerned about ROPSC 
membership. Thinks that the 
regions are a good idea. 

MW (answered) these issues 
will be addressed. 

Question from floor? What Qualifications do 
Outreach Workers have?  

MW (answered) gave 
credentials of Outreach 
Workers starting with 
Waterford, Cork, Limerick and 
Galway. 
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Question from floor? What does the OTR do and 
what is their Profile? 

MW (answered) explained 
what OTR does, what 
responsibility’s they have, 
what they have so far 
accomplished. MW further 
explained what the area 
Coordinator (Francis Treanor ) 
does.  

Question from floor? “Jobs for the boys?” MW (answered) Mr Treanor 
applied for this position as did 
all members who had this 
right. Apparently no other 
person applied for this post. 

Question from floor? Who runs ROPSC?  MW (answered) the Board of 
Directors who incidentally are 
volunteers and do not get 
paid. 

Question from floor? Is it Jobs for the Boys when 
your son is working for 
ROPSC? 

MW (answered) Míheal Walsh 
(OTR) can speak for himself 
and he applied the same way 
as all other members did. 
Members are entitled to their 
views and opinions. And at the 
end of the year all workers will 
judged as to what they have 
done or accomplished. The 
HSE will be doing this. 

Question from floor? 
Ray Coady 

Why didn’t I receive updates 
and information especially for 
job interviews and also I didn’t 
get notice for this meeting 
tonight? I am also referring to 
others who also were not 
notified. 

MW (answered) I agree that it 
is not right you and others did 
not get proper notifications on 
these matters. This is being 
addressed and the Database 
will be updated. 

Jack Dooley  Again commended the board 
and the OTR on their good 
work regardless of 
Qualifications and expressed 
how he rang office for Micheál 
and within the same day he 
came up to visit me. 

 

Question from floor? 
( Lady)  

Why am I still getting letters 
from ROPSC and Munster 
Survivors in my son’s name 
who has been deceased for 
some time? 

MW (answered) I apologize 
that this is happening and I 
will make sure this is resolved 
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Question from floor? Why is their conflict between 
Munster Survivors and 
ROPSC? I have been to their 
meeting on the 10th June 
2011. 

MW (answered) Explained 
that ROPSC does not have any 
conflict with any other SV 
groups. The Leader of Munster 
Survivors previously obtained 
names and addresses of 
members and sent them out 
to members of ROPSC.  

General comment from floor The current Leader of 
Munster Survivors should 
erase all names from the MS 
Database. 

MW (answered) Those that 
have received Letters from 
Munster Survivors should 
write to the current MS Leader 
and request that their name 
be erased from the MS 
database. 

General comment from floor The Leader of MS was forced 
out of ROPSC and reportedly 
has four upcoming court 
cases; also it appears that the 
Leader is confused.  

MW (answered) ROPSC is 
aware of this report. ROPSC 
will support all SV and Family’s 
and Dependants. 

CE The Leader of MS comes 
under Identity theft. It is up to 
ROPSC to protect the names 
and addresses of members. 
The Leader of MS is doing a 
dis-service and is harming SV 
by doing such. 

Many on the floor agreed. 

General comment from floor The Leader of MS handed out 
leaflets about housing. And 
who finances MS? 

 

General comment from floor MS should be closed down, 
some members wish for it to 
close. The Leader of MS spoke 
of a fund of 600€ million? But 
at the end of the meeting 
(10th June) it was 36€ million? 

Some asked Micheál to write 
to Oliver Burke requesting 
their name be taken off of his 
database and left on ROPSC 
only. 

MW Fund MW spoke about the 110€ 
million euro fund. He 
empathized that the members 
vote as to what should be 
done with the fund. The fund 
is from the religious orders  
MW re-iterated the 
importance of real issues 
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being welfare, health, housing 
for SV their children and 
grandchildren.  
MW reminded members that 
the State was directly 
responsible for our unwanted 
dilemmas in our growing up. 

MW Survivor Status MW explained that ROPSC 
which represents SV and their 
families and dependants 
should in no way be compared 
to any other charitable or 
otherwise organization. We 
are above such and should be 
(will be) treated with the 
highest respect, we are a 
special citizen group, this we 
will make sure that the 
government as well as other 
bodies will be well aware of.  
 
 

MW Offered floor to questions 
about the education finance 
board. (EFB) 

 

From Floor 
(Ray Coady) 

Apparently ROPSC and 
politicians, academics have no 
understanding no conscience 
for SV. This is proven by the 
disgrace and sham of the 
redress board. We should not 
talk but take action and 
campaign!  

 

From Floor It’s a disgrace that we have to 
wait now up to 12 to 14 weeks 
for an answer from the EFB! 

 

From Floor  All other groups and ROPSC all 
have different opinions about 
the trust fund (TF) and too 
much infighting is being done. 
Because of this nothing is 
being done. 

MW (answered) Aware of 
these goings on. Was 
physically at the one that was 
held in liberty hall in Dublin 
and witnessed for himself the 
disunity and infighting.  
MW. We should have a crystal 
clear view on what we want, 
and this will be resolved. I 
don’t agree with infighting but 
with working together for a 
common goal(s). 
 

From Floor Masses. Will they be 
continued? 

MW. Acknowledged the 
Masses which Noel Barry 
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organised and will be hoping 
that we will continue such in 
our Region. Micheál said that 
he will arrange with Survivor 
to organise. 

From Floor Will the 110€ million be used 
for education? 

MW. The 110€ million should 
be divided up amongst SV. 
This is the position of ROSPC. 
 

From Floor Personnel on EFB are they 
ROPSC board members? 
The 110€ million is it in cash 
or just only promises? 

MW. We know that 20€ 
million is in the Government’s 
coffers as cash and 100€ 
million is in the coffers of the 
religious orders who haven’t 
given it out yet. 

From Floor Why should SV get 
compensation twice? 

MW. There is no legal 
compulsion for SV to get 
compensation at all from the 
REL and GOV. This was done as 
a “gesture of goodwill.” 

From Floor What if the GOV refuse to 
compensate SV further as in 
monies or other means? 

MW. Then we may have to 
campaign on the streets. 

From Floor.  What is the difference 
between compensation and 
Redress? 

CM. Explained the differences 
between both. For example 
the standard of proof is lower 
cases of compensation 
whereas it’s the opposite in 
Redress.  

MW. Bishops Conference. MW. Met the bishops in Cork 
who stated they wanted to 
make a contribution. They 
gave 9€ million towards 
counselling. MW showed the 
paper which was a response to 
the bishop’s conference, the 
paper (from ROPSC) had five 
main recommendations, of 
which MW read out to floor. 
MW also offered the paper to 
any member who needed it. 
Note: The paper is also on the 
ROPSC website. 

From Floor The GOV is too slow in 
responding to SV needs, we 
should get people out onto 
the streets and protest. 

MW. The problem in that is 
what if one fails to get the 
support needed? Then it could 
be disastrous. It would be 
better that the GOV sees that 
there is no divisions among SV 
and SV groups. This would be 
better and would give us more  
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strength. 

                                                                                   

From Floor 
(Michael Whelan) 

There should be an annual 
collection for SV and their 
FAM / DEPS. 

MW. ROPSC is a registered 
charity and can do such. That 
is an excellent idea. We should 
concentrate on the welfare 
needs of our members and set 
up a distress fund especially in 
emergency issues, so we agree 
with you. We will be doing 
fundraising in the future. 

From Floor Why are the regions divided 
up and will we be having an 
annual general meeting? 

MW. The regions add to 
structures and strengths of 
ROPSC and we will be having 
an AGM, in the near future 

From Floor In New Ross the council are 
making flats for single people 
and couples from the 
Magdalene laundries! 

MW. I am not clear on this 
issue, but it will be looked at. 

From Floor There are Lands and 
properties owned by the 
religious orders that are not 
on the books, will they be 
signed into the Government’s 
coffers?  

MW. Some are now devalued. 
I will look into this matter 
further. 

From Floor What has been done with the 
12€ million euro education 
fund? Many of our children as 
well as some SV are not able 
to access this fund.  

MW. 25% of dependants are 
utilising this fund. It is 
reported that there is now 
only 4€ million left.  

From Floor Where does the wages for the 
EFB come from? 

MW. From the fund itself. 

   

MW I would now like to ask the 
OTR ( Míheal Walsh) to take 
the floor for any Q&A`s 
members may have. 

 

Míheal Walsh (OTR) Míheal covered most points 
made from members. He 
created a framework to fight 
the 110€ million fund.  
He also took names and 
numbers from members 
He explained exactly what he 
does as an Outreach worker. 
He gave statistical on number 
of calls to office and visits as 
well as how many members 
he went to. He emphasized 
the importance of 
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confidentiality. He also 
explained the difference 
between ROPSC and other 
organisations, ROPSC has 
advocacy whereas other 
organisations do not have 
such. 
Of the 14 members who had 
housing issues 11 were 
accommodated. ROPSC cuts 
through the red tape and goes 
directly to the top of all 
agency’s and have been 
successful. He went on to say 
that by the members being 
active can ROPSC achieve all 
goals. He will be the first for 
all fundraising activity’s. 
 He spoke then of the 
professionalism of all staff of 
ROPSC and it will always have 
such. 
He spoke of EFB and how he 
has been successful in fast 
tracking payments or invoices 
to some institutions where the 
SV /DEPS don’t have to pay 
upfront. He will be available 
after the meeting for further 
information. Also mentioned 
about an exhibition of 
Survivors work that is being 
developed. Agreed with the 
idea of raising funds for a 
distress fund for our region. 

Míheal Walsh Gave back floor to MW. Floor applauded Míheal Walsh 
(OTR) and were quiet satisfied 
with his speech and his 
intentions for all members. 
Many offered their thanks and 
congratulations. 

From Floor Why doesn’t the Waterford 
region have a free phone 
number? 

MW. We have a lo-call 
number and we couldn’t get a 
free phone because it was cost 
prohibited. 

From Floor Why do colleges and courses 
want advance payments of 
fees up front.  

Míheal (OTR) suggested that 
anyone who have such issues 
approach him after meeting. 

From Floor Why do we need a 
committee? 

MW. We need a committee 
which is dynamic that will 
push our people forward and 
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make a strong voice to both 
the government and religious.  
 

MW Voting in of new Committee.  

MW We are acting on your behalf 
and will make no decisions 
without your say. 

 

MW I will now ask the floor for the 
post of Treasurer. 

Canice Egan was unanimously 
voted for Treasurer. There 
were no objections. 
 
 

MW I will now ask the floor for the 
post of Secretary. 

Michael Walsh (current 
Chairman/Director ROPSC) 
was unanimously voted for 
Secretary. There were no 
objections. 

MW I will now ask the floor for the 
post of Chairman for 
Waterford and the South East 
region. 

Danny Mc Evoy was 
unanimously voted for 
Chairman. Seconded by Pat 
Chadwick. There were no 
objections. 

From Floor  Does membership agree that 
mail and e-mail be sent to 
members? 

Floor agreed. 

MW Gave closing comments for 
meeting and thanked all for 
attending. 

This was greeted by a round of 
applause, and the floor 
thanked Michael. 

 


